REDUCTION

Senator WEICKER. I want to. repeat, in your instance, as in the case of
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and certain aspects of the Justice
Department, I don't think that anybody expected, in view of the mag-
nitude of the problem and the continuing increase of that magnitude,
any budget savings to be taken out of the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration. I certainly don't. I don't think the public does. It is high on
the list of priorities, and it seems to me yours is one of the requests
that should have been fulfilled in its entirety.

Now it is what, $2 million and some odd below the request? De-
creased $2 million from last year?

Mr. MULLEN. $2.5 million program reduction.

Senator WEICKER. What is the difference between the request and
what is in the administration budget?

Mr. MULLEN. The difference between our original request------

Senator WEICKER. Before it got the OMB scrutiny.

Mr. MULLEN. This is an increase over 1982. Your question is what the
DBA requested and what the administration------

Mr. NEILL. It is an $18 million increase, net increase over the 1982
budget.

Senator WEICKER. What was their request?

REORGANIZATION

Mr. MULLEN, What was approved? Mr. Chairman, I can add to this.
Within DEA, too, as I mentioned in my opening statement, we have
taken on an internal reorganization abolishing the regional structure to
recapture resources and with the budget we are requesting, I do believe
that it is adequate to perform our mission. We are putting 20 additional
agents, for example> into Miami where we are having serious problems
at present, and sending a number down there on a temporary basis to
try to resolve the problem.

NASHVILLE STAFFING REDUCTION

Senator WEICKER. Senator Sasser inquires as to why DBA is eliminat-
ing two out of three agents in Nashville.

Mr. MULLEN. In connection with our reassignment and reorganization
in the regions, we assessed where we needed the agents most We have
gone from a regional structure to a field office system reporting directly
to headquarters. We looked to intelligence, to past performance, avail-
ability of resources which could be made available by the FBI. We
determined where we could be most effective with the almost 1,860
agents we have on board in DEA. We are going to maintain a presence
in all States, but we believe we have got to concentrate in the Northeast
corridor, up in New England, New York, down through the Carolines,
Miami, along the Gulf Coast, Texas, and California. We will maintain
agents in these other areas, hopefully working with the joint Federal/
State/local task force operations, local police and FBI, and we believe
we can be even more effective in the future,ve mas-
